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BY BRENDAN KEARNEY
breonden. boarney@mdduilyrocard. com.

A Queen Anne’s Counly jury has sel the
[air marlcel; valite of two-acres east of the
Queenstown outlet shopping center on Md.
Route 50 at $1.9 million, more than double
the appraisal of the State Wighway Ad-
ministration.

“The tand eurrently houses o motorcycle

sales and service business. The owner, Bast-
ern Shore Joint Ventores LLC, soughtto
convert the property into a gas station. Flow-
ever; in February 2006 the State Highway Ad-
minigtration put a hold on Bastern Shove’s
permits and moved to condemn the prop-
erty, offering $026,000 — $10 per square
fool—- in order to expand the highway.

The property owner's appraiser put the
value at $20 per square foot, saic! Walter A,
Reiter 1T, altormey.for La.stem Shore Joinl;
Venhures.

By state Liw, appraisers in snch eminent

domain cases are requu:r-d to determine the
value of a property without regard to the
effect the contemplated government pro-
jeet will have on its value, for betler or
warse. . '

“Hightway fronlage on 5O doesn’t come
cheap,” said Reiter. “I think we convinced
the jury tha the-state’s appraisal didn'L ig-
nore the [highway expansion) project.”

Neither George TL White, special coungel
for the state, nor Janet Bush Handy, deputy
coursel for the SHA, retumed calls for cor-
ment Friday.

The jury adoptedthe plalntiff’s apprazsal
alter a two-day trial before Queen Anne’s

Counly Circuit Judge Thomas G. Ross, .

which featured testimony from the state ap-
praiser Thomas Herbert and the defendants’
appraiser, FizHugh Torner.

Michael Steiner and Jerry Dever baughl;
Fastern Shore Joint Ventures in Jamary
2006, said Reimr relying upon an Octoher

2004 letter to the previous cwner frorm an

SHA official in which the state expressed in-

pay doublei lts offer for Route 50 land

leresl in buymg the propetty but said it -

had no plans to selze i,

In February 2006, the men obtained
permits to install under ground fuel tanks,
build canopies for the gasoline and diesel
pumps, and convert the motorcyele show-
roora jnto a cashier area.

They upgraded the private septic HYs-
tem and received appraval from the coun-

Iy director of enviromnenral health ser-

vices,

., A gas station had previously exdsted
on'the propexty but had closed in 1984,

The property is a wedge in bétween
Route 60 and Route 456 with access to
both roads. The SHA put a hold on fhe
pennit process, Reiter said, in order to lat-
er Lake the properiy to prevent develop-
ment.

Reiter said a gas giation adjacent to
the highway wowld be a move in the op-

-posile direction from state plans io malte

Route 50 a controlted-access freeway.
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